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I am writing to strongly encourage you to work proactively with our State Leaders to eliminate 
the ongoing disproportionate cuts to the trial courts that have put justice at risk for all 
Californians. As the Immediate Past President of the San Mateo County Bar Association, I have 
seen firsthand the Lmprecedented reductions in staff and services in our courts made necessary by 
these draconian budget cuts. 

We should all be deeply concerned about the effects on families, individuals and businesses that 
the budget cuts to our judicial branch of government have caused. These are very real problems 
that require solutions that cannot be appropriately addressed by the Governor's proposed budget. 
For the fiscal year 2013-2014, the amount allocated to the entire judicial branch represents only 1 
percent of the General Fund. Over the past five fiscal years, the judicial branch has been 
subjected to ongoing budget reductions totaling $535 million. 

Our trial courts are our protectors - they protect public rights, public freedoms and public safety. 
It is imperative that Californians have confidence that their courts are able to handle and resolve 
conflicts in a fair, expeditious and peaceful manner. Time and distance are crucial elements of 
justice. Closing courtrooms and courthouses across California makes all too real the adage 
"justice delayed is justice denied". People who depend on the courts for resolution of disputes 
have a right to courts that act promptly to resolve the differences that are a natural part of life in 
modem America. 

I ask that you quickly address the unreasonable state cuts to our trial courts by the State. It is 
crucial to all of our citizens to restore essential funding to the State budget so all of our citizens 
have adequate access to their courthouses. The rule of law, simple justice and a peaceable civil 
society demand it. 

Thank you. I appreciate your attention to this critical matter. 

oshua M. Bentley 
Immediate Past President 
San Mateo County Bar Association 


